
APA (American Psychological Association) style is most commonly used to cite sources within 

the social sciences. This resource, revised according to the 6th edition, second printing of the APA 

manual, offers examples for the general format of APA research papers, in-text citations, end-

notes/footnotes, and the reference page. For more information, please consult the Publication 

Manual of the American Psychological Association, (6th ed., 2nd printing).

Your References page should be typed, double-spaced on standard-sized paper (8.5” x 11”) with 

1” margins on all sides. You should use a clear font that is highly readable. APA recommends 

using 12 pt. Times New Roman font. After first line on reference entry, indent 0.5”. Title the page 

References and center the title at the top of the page.

BASIC RULES

• All lines after the first line of each entry in your reference list should be indented one-half inch 

from the left margin. This is called hanging indentation.

• Authors’ names are inverted (last name first); give the last name and initials for all authors of a 

particular work for up to and including seven authors. If the work has more than seven authors, 

list the first six authors and then use ellipses after the sixth author’s name. After the ellipses, list 

the last author’s name of the work.

• Reference list entries should be alphabetized by the last name of the first author of each work.

• For multiple articles by the same author, or authors listed in the same order, list the entries in 

chronological order, from earliest to most recent.

• Present the journal title in full.

• Maintain the punctuation and capitalization that is used by the journal in its title.For example: 

ReCALL not RECALL or Knowledge Management Research & Practice not Knowledge 

Management Research and Practice. 

• Capitalize all major words in journal titles.

• When referring to books, chapters, articles, or Web pages, capitalize only the first letter of the 

first word of a title and subtitle, the first word after a colon or a dash in the title, and proper 

nouns. Do not capitalize the first letter of the second word in a hyphenated compound word.

• Italicize titles of longer works such as books and journals.

• Do not italicize, underline, or put quotes around the titles of shorter works such as journal 

articles or essays in edited collections

APA REFERENCE PAGE CONVENTIONS



For more details or information not provided below: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/10/

ARTICLE FROM AN ONLINE PERIODICAL

Online articles follow the same guidelines for printed articles. Include all information the online 

host makes available, including an issue number in parentheses.

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Online Periodical, volume    

 number(issue number if available). Retrieved from http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/

Bernstein, M. (2002). 10 tips on writing the living Web. A List Apart: For People Who Make Websites, 149.   

 Retrieved from http://www.alistapart.com/articles/writeliving

ARTICLE FROM AN ONLINE PERIODICAL WITH DOI ASSIGNED

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume number, page   

 range. doi:0000000/000000000000 or http://dx.doi.org/10.0000/0000

Brownlie, D. (2007). Toward effective poster presentations: An annotated bibliography. European Journal of   

 Marketing, 41, 1245-1283. doi:10.1108/03090560710821161

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

Author, A. A. (Year, Month Day). Title of article. Title of Newspaper. Retrieved from 

 http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/

Parker-Pope, T. (2008, May 6). Psychiatry handbook linked to drug industry. The New York Times. Retrieved   

 from http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/05/06/psychiatry-handbook-linked-to-drug-industry/?_r=0


